Edinburgh,  c6\st  May  1832. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  Lordship’s  perusal, 
and  that  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town-Council,  the  following 
Certificate  from  Dr  Anthony  Todd  Thomson,  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  London.  It  was  received 
by  me  on  the  19th  instant,  along  with  a  letter,  stating  that  he 
considered  it  probable  his  name  might  be  put  by  his  Edinburgh 
friends  among  the  list  of  candidates  for  the  vacant  chair  of 
Materia  Medica,  before  his  letter  could  reach  me, — and  that  he 
should  in  that  case  rely  on  my  not  making  use  of  the  certificate. 
Being  aware  that  he  was  then  considered  a  candidate,  I  imme¬ 
diately  delivered  his  letter  and  certificate  into  the  hands  of  his 
brother,  Mr  William  Thomson  of  this  city  ;  assuring  him,  that, 
so  long  as  Dr  Thomson  remained  on  the  list  of  competitors,  I 
should  not  mention  to  any  one  my  having  received  any  such 
documents.  Last  night  Mr  W.  Thomson  announced  to  me 
that  his  brother  had  requested  him  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
the  competition,  and  to  return  to  me  his  Letter  and  Testimo¬ 
nial  ;  the  latter  of  which,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  your  Lordship  and  the  Council. 

I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  add,  that  with  Dr  Thomson,  as  with 
most  of  the  other  eminent  members  of  the  medical  profession 
in  London,  who  have  supported  me  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
have  not  the  honour  of  being  personally  acquainted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Y o u r  L or d ship’s 

Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

R.  Christi son. 


3,  Hinde  Street ,  London. 

Dear  Sir,  15th  May  1832. 

As  my  friend  Dr  Turner,  who  has  informed  me  that  you  are 
a  candidate  for  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Dr  Duncan,  is  desirous  that  I  should  state  my  opinion 
of  your  capability  of  filling  it,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  I  think  you  are  the  only  person  in  Edinburgh  capable  of 
doing  justice  to  the  subject.  Your  name  already  stands  high  as 
a  medical  jurist  and  an  experimental  philosopher  and  physician  ; 
and  the  qualifications  which  have  enabled  you  to  attain  distinc¬ 
tion  in  these  studies  are  exactly  those  fitted  to  advance  your  re¬ 
putation  in  the  chair  to  which  you  aspire.  If  the  Town-Coun¬ 
cil  desire  to  sustain  the  character  of  the  University,  it  can  only 
be  effected  by  selecting  men  such  as  yourself,  possessing  not 
only  talent  and  energy  in  investigation,  but  likewise  that  pre¬ 
vious  education  which  fits  them  to  perform  creditably  and  use¬ 
fully  the  serious  duties  which  they  wish  to  undertake.  Wish¬ 
ing  you  success, 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Anthony  Todd  Thomson. 


To  Dr  Christjson. 


LIST  OF  ORIGINAL  PAPERS  PUBLISHED  BY 
DR  CHRISTISON  IN  VARIOUS  JOURNALS. 


I. — In  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicological  Chemistry . 

1.  An  Experimental  Inquiry  on  Poisoning  with  Oxalic  Acid.  By 
Dr  Christison,  and  Dr  Coindet,  now  of  Geneva.  1823.  Translat¬ 
ed  into  French  and  German. 

2.  On  the  Detection  of  Minute  Quantities  of  Arsenic  in  mixed 
liuids.  1824. 

3.  An  account  of  several  Cases  of  Poisoning  with  Arsenic,  in  il¬ 
lustration  of  the  Delicacy  of  the  Chemical  Evidence,  and  Weight  of 
the  Evidence  drawn  from  Symptoms.  1825. 

4.  Account  of  the  Evidence  in  the  case  of  Mrs  Smith,  tried  at 
Edinburgh  in  1827  for  Murder  by  Poison  : — with  Notes  and  Com¬ 
mentaries.  1 827* 

5.  Cases  and  Observations  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  I.  On 
a  Case  of  Imputed  Poisoning.  II.  On  a  Case  of  Poisoning  with 
Arsenic,  where  the  quantity  detected  was  extremely  minute.  1828, 

6.  Cases  and  Observations  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  III.  On 
Disfiguring  of  the  Countenance  with  Sulphuric  Acid.  IV.  Case  of 
Death  by  Smothering  ; — with  Experiments  on  the  Effects  of  Vio¬ 
lence  on  the  Human  Body  after  Death,  and  the  Mode  of  distin¬ 
guishing  such  effects  from  violence  indicted  during  Life.  1829. 
Translated  into  French  and  German. 

7*  Cases  and  Observations  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  V.  Case 
of  Poisoning  with  Opium.  VI.  Case  of  Poisoning  of  a  whole  fami¬ 
ly  with  Arsenic  in  Champagne.  VII.  Case  of  Poisoning  with  El¬ 
der  Flowers  and  Leaves.  1830.  Translated  into  French. 

8.  Cases  and  Observations  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  VIII. 
Trial  for  Poisoning  with  Sulphuric  Acid  ;  with  new  processes  for 
detecting  that  poison  in  complex  mixtures.  IX.  Two  Trials  in¬ 
volving  the  question  of  Burning  before  or  after  Death  ;  with  Expe¬ 
riments  on  the  Effects  of  Burns  on  the  Dead  Body,  and  the  mode 
of  distinguishing  them  from  Burns  on  the  Living  Body.  1831. 
Translated  into  French. 

9.  Cases  and  Observations  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  X.  On 
the  Effects  of  Opium-eating  on  Health  and  Longevity.  1832. 
Translated  into  French. 
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II. — In  Chemistry  and  Physics. 

10.  On  the  Construction  of  Oil-and-Coal-Gas  Burners,  and  the 
circumstances  that  influence  the  light  emitted  by  these  gases  dur¬ 
ing  their  combustion  ;  with  some  Observations  on  their  relative  illu¬ 
minating  power,  and  on  the  different  modes  of  ascertaining  it.  By 
Dr  Christison  and  Dr  Turner,  now  Professor  of  Chemistry  London 
University.  1825.  Translated  into  French. 

11.  On  the  Effects  of  Poisonous  Gases  on  Vegetables.  By  Dr 
Turner  and  Dr  Christison.  1827.  Translated  into  French. 

12.  On  the  Analysis  of  the  Petroleum  of  Rangoon,  and  the  Dis¬ 
covery  of  Petroline,  a  new  chemical  principle.  1831.  Read  before 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  but  not ‘yet  published. 

13.  On  the  Analysis  of  the  Suetty  and  Oily  matter  of  the  Berries 
of  the  Cinnamon-tree  and  Bay-tree,  and  the  existence  in  them  of  a 
new  waxy  principle,  Lauro-cerine.  1831.  Read  before  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  but  not  yet  published. 

III. — In  Physiology,  Pathology ,  and  the  Practice  of  Physic. 

14.  On  the  cause  of  the  Milky  and  Whey-like  appearances  some¬ 
times  observed  in  the  blood,  and  their  dependence  on  the  presence  of 
fat  in  the  blood.  1830.  Translated  into  French. 

15.  Observations  on  the  variety  of  dropsy  which  depends  on  dis¬ 
ease  of  the  kidney.  1829.  Translated  into  French. 

16.  Notice  on  the  Dysentery  lately  prevalent  in  Edinburgh.  1829. 

17-  Analysis  of  a  remarkable  Concretion  extracted  from  the  Anus. 

1829.  Translated  into  French. 

18.  Experimental  Inquiry  on  mutual  action  of  Blood  and  Atmo¬ 
spheric  Air  in  Respiration.  1831.  Translated'  into  French. 

19.  On  the  Medicinal  Effects  of  the  Muriate  of  Morphia  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  opium,  in  a  paper  by  Dr  William  Gregory,  on  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  muriate  of  morphia.  1831.  Translated  into  French. 

20.  On  the  Diurnal  Revolutions  of  the  Human  Pulse  and  Tem¬ 
perature  ; — with  applications  to  Physiology  and  the  Treatment  of 
Diseases.  1832.  Read  before  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  but 
not  yet  published. 

21.  Account  of  the  arrangements  made  in  Edinburgh  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  Preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  Cholera  in  the  city. 
1832. 


Treatise  on  Poisons,  in  relation  to  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Phy¬ 
siology,  and  the  Practice  of  Physic.  1st  edit.  1829.  Subsequently 
Translated  into  German. 

2d.  Edit.  1831.  In  the  course  of  Translation  into  French. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORD  PROVOST. 

Edinburgh ,  5th  June  183*2. 

My  Lord  Provost , 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your 
Lordsh  ip  the  accompanying  certificates ,  which  I  have  just  received 
from  Paris ,  and  a  translation  of  which  will  be  immediately  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  Members  of  Council.  Your  Lordship  and  the 
Council  will  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  yourselves ,  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  thus  favoured  me  with  the  support  of  their 
names  are  among  the  most  eminent  in  their  respective  departments 
that  Prance  can  produce.  I  have  to  add ,  that  I  am  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  only  with  M.  Robiquet,  ivho  teas  my  teacher  when  I 
studied  at  Paris ,  with  M.  Vavasseur,  and  with  M.  Boug'on,  at 
present  resident  in  this  city ,  as  Physician  to  Charles  X. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

My  Lord , 

Your  Lordship’s  most  obedient  humble  Servant , 


R.  CHRIS TISON. 


* 


- 


v 
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CERTIFICATES,  &c. 


I. — From  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine ,  (Professor 

Orfila.) 

University  of  Paris,  Paris ,  14 th  May  1832. 

Faculty  of  Medicine. 

The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  certifies,  that  the  re¬ 
searches  published  by  Dr  Christison,  Professor  of  Medical  Ju¬ 
risprudence  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  prove  unequivo¬ 
cally  his  capacity  and  talents,  not  only  in  the  accessary  and  pre¬ 
liminary  sciences,  such  as  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  &c.  but  likewise 
in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  sciences,  properly  so  called.  He 
farther  certifies,  that,  from  the  extent  of  chemical  knowledge 
manifested  by  Dr  Christison  in  many  of  his  writings,  he  believes 
him  to  be  pre-eminently  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica, — a  branch  of  medicine  for  the 
teaching  of  which  a  fundamental  knowledge  of  Chemistry  is  in¬ 
dispensable. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  Dean  grants  the  present  certificate ; 
and  he  is  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  of  giving  Dr  Chris¬ 
tison  a  proof  of  his  sincere  esteem. 

Orfila. 


II. — From  M.  Magenjdie. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Knight  of  the  Le- 
gio7i  of  Honour ,  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  of  the 
Institute  of  France ,  Professor  in  the  College  of  France ,  fyc. — - 
certify,  that  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  researches  which  Dr 
Christison,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Edinburgh,  has  published  for  some  years  past  on  various 


important  points  in  vegetable  and  animal  chemistry, — of  his  ex¬ 
cellent  Treatise  on  Toxicology, — -and  of  his  papers  on  Thera¬ 
peutics  which  have  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, — has  sincerely  convinced  me  that  no  one  is 
better  fitted  to  fill  with  reputation  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica, 
— a  science  which,  in  my  opinion,  imperiously  requires  a  deep 
knowledge  both  of  Chemistry  and  of  Therapeutics.  The  works 
of  Dr  Christison,  and  the  distinguished  manner  in  which  he  has 
for  some  years  filled  the  office  of  Physician  to  the  Edinburgh 
Infirmary,  leave  no  doubt  as  to  his  capacity  in  these  respects. 
I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  bet¬ 
ter  choice,  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of  students,  as  well  as 
the  promotion  of  science. 

In  testimony  whereof,  and  as  a  mark  of  my  regard,  I  deliver 
these  presents,  hoping  that  they  will  have  proper  weight. 

Paris ,  %\st  May  1832. 

Magexdie. 


III. — From  M.  Serres. 

I,  the  undersigned, — Doctor  of  Medicine ,  Member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences ,  Knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honour , 
Physician  of  the  Hospital  of  La  Pitie ,  and  Director  of  the 
Anatomical  Theatres  of  the  Parisian  Hospitals , — certify,  that 
the  numerous  and  important  researches  which  Dr  Christison  has 
published  on  Toxicology,  and  on  the  applications  of  Chemistry 
to  Medicine,  and  which  enjoy  in  France  a  well-merited  reputa¬ 
tion,  show  that  he  is  peculiarly  qualified  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  with  credit,  and  with  advantage  to  the  pupils  and 
to  science.  I  am  further  of  opinion,  that  to  teach  profitably  this 
important  branch  of  medicine,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pos¬ 
sess  a  deep  and  extensive  knowledge  of  Chemistry,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  intimate  nature  of  drugs, — to  separate 
their  active  principles, — and  to  know  the  changes,  combinations, 
and  decompositions  which  result  from  their  mixture  with  one 
another. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  this  testimony  of 
my  sincere  esteem  for  Dr  Christison. 

Serres. 

Paris ,  18//*  May  1832. 


IV. — From  M.  Pelletier. 


Of  all  the  branches  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica  unquestion¬ 
ably  places  the  Natural  Sciences  most  under  contribution.  Bo¬ 
tany  and  Zoology  teach  the  physician  how  to  recognize  the  dis¬ 
tinctive  characters  of  the  objects  of  the  organic  kingdoms  which 
furnish  medicinal  substances.  Chemistry  unfolds  to  him  the 
intimate  composition  of  these  substances,  and  enables  him  to  se¬ 
parate  their  active  principles,  and  ascertain  the  combinations 
and  decompositions  which  may  ensue  when  several  of  them  are 
mingled  together.  Chemistry,  then,  is  in  some  measure  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  study  of  Materia  Medica.  I  am  therefore  quite 
convinced  that  a  very  extensive  knowledge  of  Chemistry  is  in¬ 
dispensable  for  teaching  this  science  profitably  in  respect  to  the 
pupils,  and  to  bring  it  to  that  state  of  advancement  of  which  it 
is  susceptible. 

The  numerous  researches  of  Dr  Christison  in  vegetable  and 
animal  chemistry,  those  of  not  less  note  which  he  has  publish¬ 
ed  in  toxicology,  the  interesting  experiments  he  has  conducted 
for  determining  the  mode  of  action  on  the  body  of  a  number  of 
most  important  medicinal  substances,  and  the  investigations  he 
has  made  in  several  subjects  in  chemical  pathology  and  patho¬ 
logical  anatomy,  in  his  capacity  of  physician  in  the  Edinburgh 
Infirmary, — induce  me  to  declare  as  my  opinion,  that  should 
any  circumstance  compel  Dr  Duncan  to  quit  the  Chair  of  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  which  he  has  held  for  some  years  with  great  re¬ 
putation,  no  one  can  be  better  qualified  to  fill  his  place  than  Dr 
Christison. 

Paris ,  May  25,  \832.  Pelletier, 

Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Medicine ,  Professor  in  the  School 
of  Pharmacy ,  Member  of  the  Le¬ 
gion  of  Honour. 


V. — From  M.  Caventou. 

Considering  the  numerous  and  important  works  which  Dr 
Christison,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Edinburgh  has  published  in  Toxicology,  the  inquiries 
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in  animal  and  vegetable  chemistry  in  which  he  has  been  engaged* 
and  the  interesting  experiments  he  has  made  to  illustrate  the 
action  of  several  important  medicinal  agents  on  the  living  body, 
— researches  which  are  well-known  in  France,  and  have  acquir¬ 
ed  for  him  here  a  celebrity,  which  is  well  deserved,  both  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  their  importance,  and  on  account  of  the  accuracy 
in  investigation  of  which  they  furnish  distinct  evidence, — I  de¬ 
clare  as  my  opinion,  that  Dr  Christison  possesses  all  the  requi¬ 
site  qualities  for  filing  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  worthily, 
and  with  advantage  to  the  students  and  to  science.  In  my 
opinion,  in  order  to  teach  this  important  branch  of  medical 
science  it  is  essential  that  the  teacher  possess  a  profound  know¬ 
ledge  of  chemistry,  and  also  of  natural  history.  He  must  also 
be  thoroughly  conversant  with  therapeutics  ;  that  is  to  say,  he 
must  be  able  to  appreciate  the  mode  of  action  of  medicines  on 
the  body  in  a  state  of  disease,  and  to  determine  the  cases  in 
which  they  should  be  made  use  of.  But  the  researches  of  Dr 
Christison  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  the  professional  skill 
he  has  for  some  years  shown  in  his  office  of  Physician  to  the 
Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  as  exhibited  by  several  important 
essays  relative  to  therapeutics,  leave  no  doubt  of  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  in  these  several  respects. 

In  testimony  of  my  sincere  respect  for  the  talents  and  per¬ 
sonal  character  of  Dr  Christison,  I  now  sign  the  present  decla¬ 
ration. 

Paris ,  18^  May  1832.  Caventou, 

Kmght  of  the  Legion  of  Honour , 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
School  of  Pharmacy ,  Titular 
Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine,  fyc. 


VI. — From  M.  Robiquet. 

One  of  my  former  pupils,  Professor  Christison,  having  ex¬ 
pressed  to  me  his  desire  to  receive  an  authentic  attestation  of 
my  opinion  as  to  his  qualifications  for  filling  the  Chair  of  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  declaring  it  to  be  my 
sincere  conviction,  that  no  other  individual  can  better  discharge 
the  duties  of  that  office.  The  variety  of  knowledge  he  posses- 
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ses,  and  especially  the  deep  attention  with  which  he  cultivated 
chemistry  in  my  laboratory  during  his  residence  here,  will  qua¬ 
lify  him  to  promote  materially  the  advancement  of  this  branch 
of  medical  science,  so  little  cultivated  at  present,  and,  neverthe¬ 
less,  so  important. 

Paris ,  SO tk  May  1832.  Robiq.uet, 

Knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honour , 
Titular  Member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine. 

VII. — From  M.  Dumas. 

I,  the  undersigned, — Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Ecole 
Centrale ,  Chemical  Demonstrator  in  the  Ecole  Polytechnique , 
and  Supernumerary  Professor  in  the  College  of  France 
certify,  that  the  numerous  works  of  Dr  Christison  give  him  the 
most  indisputable  claims  to  the  Chair  of  Materia  Meclica,  for 
which  he  is  at  present  a  candidate.  For  the  Edinburgh  Fa¬ 
culty  of  Medicine  it  must  prove  an  acquisition  of  the  greatest 
value  to  have  among  them  a  Professor  of  this  branch  who  is 
conversant  with  chemical  knowledge,  which  in  the  present  day 
ought  to  form  the  foundation  of  a  rational  system  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  Materia  Medica. 

Dr  Christison  has  shown  in  all  his  researches  so  correct  a 
judgment,  a  spirit  of  inquiry  so  precise,  and  a  method  so  truly 
philosophical,  that  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  offering  him  the 
present  certificate, — being  convinced  that  in  doing  so  I  act  for 
the  interest  of  science,  which  will  still  expect  from  him  impor¬ 
tant  services. 

J.  Dumas,  D.  M. 

Paris ,  19^  May  1832. 

VIII. — From  M.  Vavasseur,  Editor  of  the  Archives  Gene¬ 
rates  de  Medecine ,  and  Dr  Mylne-Edwards,  Professor  of 

Zoology  in  the  Ecole  Centrale. 

Materia  Medica  is  one  of  the  sciences  whose  state  is  most  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  that  of  various  branches  of  knowledge, 
of  which  it  might  at  first  appear  wholly  independent.  It  con¬ 
sists,  indeed,  in  a  great  measure  of  facts  supplied  by  Chemistry, 
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Natural  History,  and  Physiology.  Every  one  is  aware  nowa¬ 
days,  that,  in  order  to  study  successfully  the  part  which  the 
chief  medicinal  substances  perform  in  the  treatment  of  diseases, 
it  is  necessary  to  insulate,  by  chemical  analysis,  the  several  con¬ 
stituent  principles  of  these  substances,  and  to  determine  by  ex¬ 
periment  the  kind  of  influence  that  each  may  separately  exert 
on  the  animal  economy.  In  other  words,  for  the  proper  culti¬ 
vation  and  improvement  of  this  branch  of  the  medical  art,  it  is 
necessary  to  be  at  once  physiologist,  experimentalist,  and  che¬ 
mist,  as  well  as  a  practical  physician. 

Dr  Christison,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  possesses  incontestably  all  these  qua¬ 
lifications.  The  inquiries  he  has  published  from  time  to  time, 
which  have  been  appreciated  as  they  deserve  by  all  scientific 
individuals  in  our  capital,  leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 

The  Undersigned,  who  have,  during  several  years  past,  pub¬ 
lished  jointly  several  works  in  Materia  Medica,  have  considered 
it  incumbent  on  them  on  the  present  occasion  also  jointly  to 
declare,  that  they  regard  Dr  Christison  as  in  every  respect  qua¬ 
lified  to  teach  with  reputation,  and  to  elevate  by  his  researches 
a  science,  which  in  general  is  far  from  being  cultivated  with  the 
philosophic  spirit  required  to  satisfy  scientific  judges. 

P.  Vavasseur. 

H.  Mylne-Edwards. 

IX. — From  M.  Bougon. 

Edinburgh ,  4 th  June  1832. 

Along  with  my  distinguished  colleagues,  members  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine,  and  professors  of  various  branches  of 
medicine  in  Paris,  Messrs  Magendie,  Orfila,  &c.  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  medical  sciences,  Materia  Me¬ 
dica  cannot  be  properly  taught  except  by  one  conversant  with 
the  numerous  and  important  applications  of  chemistry,  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  medical  practice,  to  the  art  of  recognizing,  pre¬ 
paring,  and  employing  medicinal  agents. 

I  also  agree  entirely  with  the  opinion  they  have  unanimously 
expressed,  as  to  the  reputation  acquired  throughout  Europe  by 
the  researches  of  Dr  Christison  on  subjects  of  the  greatest  im¬ 
portance  in  vegetable  and  animal  Chemistry,  in  Toxicology,  and 
in  pathological  Chemistry.  In  common  with  them,  and  even 
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better  than  they,  (since  I  have  enjoyed  for  two  years  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr  Christison,  as  well  as 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  eminent  members  of  the  medical 
profession  in  Edinburgh,)  I  can  bear  witness  to  the  sagacity  and 
philosophical  spirit  displayed  in  his  investigations,  and  to  the 
extent  and  accuracy  of  the  conclusions  he  has  deduced  from  his 
observations  and  experiments. 

I  farther  think, — and  I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  here  expressing  my  sentiments, — that  should  he  obtain  from 
his  fellow-citizens  the  Chair  for  which  he  is  now  a  candidate,  he 
will  render  great  service  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine 
by  cultivating  and  teaching  this,  the  most  uncertain  of  the  de¬ 
partments  of  medical  science  and,  to  conclude,  that  if  the 
teaching  of  this  branch  be  confided  to  his  care  and  zeal,  it  will 
continue  to  be  taught  with  the  same  distinction  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Edinburgh  as  in  any  other  university  in  Europe. 

EoUGON, 

Knight  of  the  Orders  of  St  Michael 
and  the  Legion  of  Honour,  Titu¬ 
lar  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  lately  Professor 
of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Facul¬ 
ty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  tyc. 
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